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liberty that comes through the sanctifring
influence of submission to God. This
change of state and service specifically

involves

the biblical

teaching of

sanctification.

Whose servant are you? Do
obey sin or

you A
\Y

righteousness?

Proverbs 3:3 commands, "Let not
mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them
about they neck: write them upon the table
of thine heart." Matthew 13.45-46 states,
ooAgain,
the kingdom of heaven is like
unto a merchant man, seeking goodly
pearls: who, when he had found one pearl
of great price, went and sold all that he
had, and bought it." God's mercy and
truth are to be close to us and valued by us
as a necklace. The kingdom of God is to
be sought with the same diligence that a
man in worldly pursuit would exercise in
seeking a pearl of great price. Using these
analogies in our study of, the doctrine of
salvation we have introduced a metaphor
concerning God's great truth of salvation
being a necklace of priceless pearls. We,

so far, have dealt with the pearls of
regeneration, repentance, conversion, and

justification. In this lesson we want to
present the pearl of sanctification.
Sanctification is the continual work of a
new separation unto God which involves a
change ofservice.

The actual word sanctification as
used in the Bible means to be set apart
unto God. Like a beautiful diamond this
work of God is multifaceted.
Sanctification can be viewed from the
aspect of each person in the Trinity. It can
also be viewed in relationship to order and
time from the perspective of eternity past,
historical past, present, and future. Lastly,
sanctification can be viewed as solely a
work of God and yet there is an aspect that
experientially involves the personal
activity of the believer. May we first look
at the biblical doctrine of sanctification as
it relates to the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit?
Jude, verse 1, states, "Jude, the
servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of
James, to them that are sanctified by God
the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ,
and called." The sanctification by the
Father of those whom He will effectually
call is a work of God. He sets aside out of

fallen humanity those whom He

has

chosen according to His own purpose and
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In reality, no one is ever free but
Romans
God.
6:17-18 states, "But God be
thanked, that ye were the servants of sin.
but ye have obeyed from the heart that
form of doctrine which was delivered you.
Being then made free from sin, ye became
the servants of righteousness." This
means that man in his lost condition is a
servant to sin and in his saved condition he
is a servant of righteousness. There is no
place in between these two states. Being a
servant of righteousness is liberty, but it is

grace unto His purpose of salvation in
Jesus Christ. Ephesians 1:3-4 states,
"Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ: According as he hath
chosen us in him before the foundation of
the world. that we should be holy and
without blame before him in love:" The
order of God's work as described in Jude,
verse 1 and Ephesians 1:3-4 reveals that

the work of sanctification by God the
Father existed in etemity past. Note in

the Father first
sets apart. Being set apart to God's
purpose in Christ Jesus means one is
preserved in Jesus Christ, i.e., those whom
He set apart in Christ are sure to be
brought to salvation etemally possessing
its fulI glory. The calling is regeneration,
which is the work of the Holy Spirit, and
Jude, verse 1, that God

we see the Trinity. Also,
regeneration is mentioned last in verse one
to give the ordained order of God's work
of salvation. Those whom God the Holy
Spirit effectually calls are those whom
God the Father set apart in Christ before
hence

the foundation of the

world.

Lastly, I

Thessalonians 5:23 teaches us that God's
work of sanctification is a complete work
involving the whole person. "And the
very God of peace sanctifu you wholly;
and I pray God your whole spirit and soul
and body be preserved blameless unto the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ."

The work of sanctification on the
part of the Son is very prevalent in the
Scriptures. God the Father has made Jesus

Christ our sanctification. I Corinthians
l:30, "But of him are ye in Christ Jesus,
who of God is made unto us wisdom, and
righteousness and sanctifisation and
redemption." Jesus has so identified with
us in the incamation that He sets us apart
unto God even as Jesus Christ himself is
set apart unto God. Hebrews 2:ll
demonstrates this thought also, "For both
he that sanctifieth and they who are
sanctified are all of one: for which cause
he is not ashamed to call them brethren."
Jesus set us apart unto God by the
redemptive work of giving His life's
blood. Hebrews 13:12 states, "Wherefore
Jesus also, that he might sanctify the
people with his own blood, suffered

without the gate." Jesus sanctified himself
to the will of the Father that we might be
sanctified through the truth. John 17:19
says, "And for their sakes I sanctify
myself, that they also might be sanctified
through the truth." Not only does this
verse demonstrate the work of Jesus Christ
in sanctification, but it also helps us fully
understand the meaning of sanctification.
Obviously Jesus did not set himself apart
from a state or practice of sin unto
righteousness, for He never was in a state
of sin nor did He ever practice
unrighteousness. Hence, sanctification in
its practical aspect in the life of the
believer is not the believer moving into a
state of sinless perfection or living above
sin; it is rather one setting himself apart to
God's will. I Peter 3:18 fully presents the
work of Jesus Christ in the sanctification
of those given Him of the Father. "For
Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the
just for the unjust, that he mieht brine us
to God. being put to death in the flesh, but
quickened by the Spirit:" The introduction
to this epistle contains the greeting and
defines who the zs is in I Peter 3:18.
Reading I Peter 1:1-2 reveals that the zs
are those who are called "strangers" in
verse one and "elect" in verse two.

Jesus set Himself apart for us;
have you set yourself apart from self,
sin, and the world for Him?
The purpose of God's own will set
us apart in eternity past. The redemptive
work of Jesus Christ during the earthly
ministry of His incarnation culminating in
the sacrifice of His life's blood was to set
us apart unto God or as I Peter 3:18 says,
"Bring us to God." This aspect of the
work of sanctification is entirely and
solely a work of God. A work completed
before we were ever bom. The present
work of God in sanctification is chiefly a
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work of the Holy Spirit. (We shall deal
with the intercessory work of Jesus Christ
is a later lesson.) The sanctification of the
Holy Spirit is a work done in us during the
present and aithough initiated by God's
grace, the progress involves an active
participation of faith and obedience on the
part of the one whom the Holy Spirit sets
apart. This work of the Holy Spirit in us,
and our response to Him shall be the
subject of the remainder of this lesson.

Each person of the Godhead is
active in the work of sanctification, but the
Scriptures give a prevalent position in this
work to the Holy Spirit. By His very
n€lme, Holy Spirit, we see the nature of
His work in redemption. I Peter 1:2 states,
"Elect according to the foreknowledge of
God the Father, through sanctification of
the Spirit unto obedience and sprinkling of
the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you,
and peace, be multiplied." Here the work
of the Holy Spirit of God is seen applying
the purpose
the Father and the
redemptive work of the Son. Throughout
the Bible God's elect people are referred
to as saints. The word saint is related to
the words holy and sanctification. The
same Greek word (
) is repeatedly
translated saint in one verse and holy in
another, and its derivatives translated

of

sanctify, sanctification, etc. I Peter 1:2
specifically mentions that this work of
sanctification is an activity of the Holy
Spirit of God. The work of the Holy Spirit
in regeneration is a work of sanctification.
Titus 3:5 states, "Not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but
according to his mercy he saved us, by the
washing of regeneration and renewing of

the Holy Ghost."" This washing of
regeneration is a sanctifring influence, i.e.,
it makes us holy and sets us apart unto
God. The Holy Spirit makes us saints.

Do you think of yourself as

a

saint?

God's work of sanctification is an
eternal work. Isaiah 46:10-11 is the voice
of God through the prophet Isaiah telling
us concerning His counsel, "...declaring

the end from the beginning, and from
ancient times the things that are not yet
done, saying, my counsel shall stand, and I
will do all my pleasure...I have purposed
it, I will also do it." Those God has
sanctified by His purpose according to
election will forever be set apart unto the
glory of His grace. Hebrews 10:14 speaks
as to the eternal work of sanctification on
the part of the Son, "For by one offering
he hath perfected forever them that are
sanctified." John 14:16 tells us that the
Holy Spirit will abide with us forever.
The Spirit of God continually sanctifies
the place or person where He abides.
Philippians 1:6 speaks of the work of
God's sanctification when it states, "Being
confident of this very thing, that he which

hath begun a good work in you will
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ."

Now that we understand that God
is the one who sanctifies, what about the
work of the believer in his daily
experience? I Peter 1:15-16 tells us, o'But
as he which hath called you is holy, so be
ye holy in all manner of conversation:
Because it is wriuen, Be ye holy; for I am
holy." God commands us that we are to
sanctify God in our hearts, "But sancti$r
the Lord God in your hearts..." This
means that through the power of the Holy
Spirit and God's Word we are to renew
our mind so that we think of God in truth
and holiness reverencing Him in our
hearts. God is to dwell in the supreme
place in our hearts sanctified by our faith,
hope, and love in Him. Not only are we to
set God apart in our hearts, but we are also

..,ir'!

'

ifltri
d.

ti

called of God to set our lives apart unto
God in all holy conduct and godliness. I
Thessalonians 4:3-4 clearly states, 'oFor
this is the will of God even your
sanctification, that ye should abstain from
fornication: That every one of you should
know how to possess his vessel in
sanctification and honour." This is
practical holiness without which no one
shall see the Lord (Hebrews 12:14). Every
child of God will and must be a partaker of
God's holiness. God's chastisement will
secure practical holiness in even the most

rebellious

believer.

It

may be

the

sanctification of death, but God will secure
practical holiness in the lives of His saints.

of as a state into which the gracious
purpose of God brings us into through
Jesus Christ. Yet it is a present, practical,
personal work of faith and obedience by
the power of the Holy Spirit through the
ministry

of the Word of God and the

influences of His grace.

Are you daily yielding your
members

to

righteousness unto

holiness?

More will be said

about
sanctification in the lesson that deals with
spiritual growth.

Here is where spiritual growth and
sanctification come into focus. As we
yield ourselves unto God and use our
bodies and our lives for His will we grow
in the knowledge and experience of God's
truth and presence. This human element
can't be overlooked in our study of the
Scriptures and in application in our lives.
Sanctification in this practical, personal
sense is something that does not happen
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automatically without any diligence of
faith and godly works. Many think of
themselves as saved but sin sick and in
Godos hospital, as it were. Here they lie
and wait for God to surgically remove the
evil thoughts and habits from their lives.
The picture in the Bible is not that of a
hospital but of a battlefield. As soldiers
we are to fight the fight of faith. We are to
exercise the same measure of diligence
that we formerly had for sin now for
righteousness. Romans 6:19 says, "I
speak after the manner of men because of
the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have

yielded your members servants

to

uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity;
even so now yield your members servants
righteousness
holiness.'o
Therefore, sanctification should be thought

to

unto
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