Repentance
In the study sheet on the lesson
"God's Way of Salvatiorl" an analogy was
given between God's grand work of
salvation and a necklace of priceless pearls.
Each pearl represents a particular work of
God in the gracious act of the salvation of
sinners. The previous lesson presented the

biblical

teaching

concerning

regeneration-the imparting of a new life
from God. In this lesson we shall cover the
second pearl of God's grace which is
reDentance-a change of mind, the exercise
of a new mind about God.

The Bible is a book about God's
provision of salvation and manos need of
repentance. The doctrine of repentance is
not just a New Testament doctrine. It is a
teaching contained in every book of the
Holy Scriptures. Beginning with God's call
to Adarn, o'...Where afi thou?' it is
repeatedly found in every book unto the call
ofthe Holy Spirit and the church recorded in
Revelation 22:17, "And the Spirit and the
bride say, Come. And let him that heareth
say, Come, And let him that is athirst come.
And whosoever will, let him take the water
of life freely." The actual word repenf is not
always used especially in the Old
Testament. Such expressions as 'turn ye
unto me, " "turn to the Lord," 'teturn again
to me," and 'oreturn unto mg" are found
throughout the Old Testament, as well as
commands of God that actually use the word
repent.
The word repent and its synonyms as
used in the whole of the Bible have the
meaning of genuine so{Tow, turning back or
returning to the starting point, a change of
mind from evil to good. In relationship to
God then, repentance is the godly sorrow
and change of mind and heart of the sinner
concerning his sins that turns him toward
God. The Bible teaches that the wayward

sinner is commanded of God to repent of his
sins and place faith in God's provision for
salvation the Lord Jesus Christ. This work
ofrepentance is necessary for Jesus told the
self-righteous of His duy, "...Except ye
repent, ye shall all likewise perish." (Luke
13:3,5).

Are you going to perish? If not,
what will keep you from the eternal
torment of hell?
Repentance in the life of the
quickened sinner or the saint is not a work
of the flesh but a fruit of the Holy Spirit.

The Old

Testament prophet Jeremiah
records a ptayer in Lamentations 5:21,
"Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and we
shall be turned; renew our days as of old."
Acts 11:18 states, 'o...then hath God also to
the Gentiles granted repentance unto life."
The graciousness of God in granting
repentance is also clearly seen in

II

Timothy
2:25 where the Apostle Paul is instructing
Timothy, o'In meekness instructing those that
oppose themselves; if God peradventure will
give them repentance to the acknowledging
of the truth."

Much of the popular teaching today
gives one the idea that nothing is really that
wrong with man except that he is rejecting
Jesus Christ. The Scripture gives another
picture. In John 3:17-19 it is stated, "For
God sent not his Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world
through him might be saved. He that
believeth on him is not condemned: but he
that beleiveth not is condemned already
because he hath not believed in the name of
the only begotten Son of God. And this is
the condemnation that light is come into the
world and men loved darkness rather than
light because their deeds were evil."
Unbelief in Jesus Christ is not the beginning
cause of the condemnation of the lost sinner.
His deep-rooted love of darkness is his

condemnation. The sinner must take
responsibility for His sinfulness and lack of
righteousness. God takes responsibility for
salvation. People do not go to hell because
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they were unable to save themselves; they
go to hell because their works are evil.
Those who have never heard the Gospel of
Jesus Christ are still under condemnation
and such condemnation that if they die
without Jesus Christ they will spend eternity
in hell. God sending His Son into the world
did not bring condemnation upon the world;
it brought salvation. The world was already
condemned before Christ's entrance into the
world.

Listen to

some of

the
the
judgment
lost or about the lost on
day.
Matthew 25:41& 42,"Then shall he say also
unto them on the left hand, Depart from me,
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for
the devil and his angels: For was an
hungered, and ye gave me no meat: I was
pronouncements that

will be spoken to

sinner by the cords of His love and brings
him into Jesus Christ. From the perspective
of the lost sinner there is the godly solrow
that leads to a change of mpn/regarding his
sins and the need of God's Saviour Jesus
Cluist. Repentance is toward God from sin
while placing faith in Jesus Christ.
Thessalonians 1:9 says, "...Ye turned
God from idols to serve the living and
God." Repentance manifests the fruits of
righteousness. John the Baptist demanded
such fruits before he would baptne.
Matthew 3:8 states, "Bring forth therefore
fruits meet for repentance."

I
to
true

Gbd's grace does not lessen his
responsibility to repent. If a rnan is
speeding and comes to a red light, just

One must distinguish between true
repentance and its impostor-regret. Just as
some confuse love and lust or joy and
happiness, they confuse repentance and
regret. Repentance brings forgiveness, a
change of heart, renewed joy and hope, a
new way of thinking and acting. Regret is
feeling sorry without any of those qualities
just mentioned. Regret is ungodly sorrow
that leads to depression and even suicide as
in the case of Judas Iscariot. Regret is
remorse without renewal, selfish dread of
the consequences. Regret tries to change the
results of the past instead of seeking
personal repentance in the present. The
Apostle Peter repented of his betrayal of
Jesus Christ and was restored by Jesus
Christ. Judas "...repented himself,..."as
stated inMatthew 27:3, but the word used
here for repent is different than the word
used for repentance to salvation. This word
means no more than vain regret. Judas,
unlike the Apostle Peter, was filled with
remorse and a selfish regret that Christ had
not brought in a powerful and wealthy
Jewish kingdom. True repentance and its
fruits are presented in II Corinthians 7:9-11.
Meditation upon this passage will helpbring
a clear understanding of the biblical dobtrine

because he can't stop does not mean he has

ofrepentance.

I

thirsty and ye gave me no drink...."
Matthew 7:23,"And then will I profess unto
them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye
that work iniquity." Romans 14:11&12,
"For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord,
every knee shall bow to me, and every
tongue shall confess to God. So then every
one of us shall give account of himself to
God." John 5:29,'oAnd shall come forth;
they that have done good, unto the
resurrection of life; and they that have done
evil, unto the resurrection of damnation."
Man's love of sin and practice of the works
of darkness are the root cause of his
condemnation and manifests that God's
wrath is abiding on hirn

What will Godts pronouncement
be to you?

Man's inability to repent without

no responsibility to stop. In Adam we are
born sinners speeding away from God and
His righteousness. Mankind fell in Adam.
If God had not given us a representative we
would have been like the fallen angelswithout redemption. God draws the elect

Have you

experienced
repentance or vain regret?
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Study Sheet for Repentance
Having covered the biblical doctrine of repentance rather thoroughly in this lesson,
and realizing its close association with conversion, which is another pearl in the necklace of
God's gracious salvation, this study sheet will actually concentrate on the biblical doctrine of
conversion. A quote from Spiros Zodhiates' The Complete Word Study Dictionary aptly
expresses the biblical meaning of conversiorq "The relationship ofthe action of God and of
man in conversion is not a case of either/or. Regeneration is wholly an act of God whereby
the principle of spiritual life is imparted to man bringing him under the dominion of
righteousness. Conversion is the human response of faith and repentance issuing forth from
this new condition. Thus, conversion is both anact of God and man. Man cooperates
because he has been made willing and able by divine grace. Exhorting the sinner, the
preacher will say, 'Turn to God'; looking back on the act, the sinner will say, 'God turned me
to Himself."'
Conversion is a change of life-- the beginning of a new life for God. Conversion is
the fruit of repentance. When ones' heart and mind are changed by the new birth he instantly
and spontaneously responds to this new principle of life and righteousness. Conversion is the
reaction of the redeemed to the saving act of God. Salvation becomes personal and a
conscious reality as the quickened sinner begins to exercise his new nature and move toward
God in a way never before experienced. Conversion is not solely reformation, but it is the
reformation that follows rebirth.
The word conversion means a turning from something toward something. In this
sense

it is synonymous with repentance, but conversion extends to the changed life that

results from repentance. The Old Testament speaks of conversion. Psalm 19:7 says, "The
law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise
the simple." The book of Hebrews speaks of this work of the law of God as a covenant
promise frst spoken in Jeremiah 3l:33. Hebrews 10:16 quotes Jeremiah and states it as
fulfrlled in those placed in Jesus Christ, "This is the covenant that I will make with them after
those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds I will write
therrl" This is a description of the powerful work of imparting a new nature in the divine
work of regeneration. The turning that takes place in the life of such an individual is
conversion. Psalms 51:13 speaks of David's aspiration to teach transgressors God's ways so
sinners would be converted to God. In the New Testament we are told in Matthew 18:3,
"...Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom
of heaven." Salvation must be experiential and life changing to qualify as that which comes
from God through Jesus Christ. Acts 3:19 commands, ooRepent ye therefore, and be
converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from
the presence ofthe Lord." So conversion is the initial experiential condition that results from
true repentance.

To summartze inthe words of one writer, "You are what you are until you become
something else." The biblical teaching of conversion can best be seen in the use of the past
tense state-of-being verb in describing the believer. Titus 3:3, "For we ourselves also were

sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in matice
and envy, hateful;, and hating one another." fiiis is also seen in I Corinthians 6:9-1tr. A
convert ofJesus Christ is one who has turned from a sinful life toward God in response to the
wonderful work ofthe grace of God" Conversion is not to be confused with its worldly
counterfeit. This counterfeit can be recognized as embodied by AA. "Once an alcoholic,
always an alcoholic." This type ofthinking is not conversion; it is refonnation. The
ChristiarL through conversioq can honestly say, "I was a ..., but now I'm a ... in Jesus
Christ, i.e., I once was an alcoholic, but now I'm filled with the Holy Spirit."

,{
I

,

