JUSTIFICATIOIY

instead of humbling him before God and
creating faith in Jesus Christ.

If

a person believes as Catholicism
a belief be sufficient

teacheso would such
to save them?

Salvation is the grand work of the
triune God. In the previous lessons the
analogy was presented of these truths about

salvation being like a priceless pearl
necklace. So far we have discussed the
pearls of regeneration, repentance and
conversion. In this lesson we want to
present another pearl of great price-

justification. Justification is a change of
state, the declaration of a new righteous
standing before God.

Justify 6l Xator) means to declare
righteous or set forth as righteous through a
judicial act. The objective nature of the act
of justification by God can best be seen by
realizrng that its opposite is condemnation.
Note the contrasting parallelism in Matthew

12:37, "For by thy words thou shalt be
justified, and by they words thou shalt be
condemned." Condemnation is an objective
pronouncement of disapproval and it takes
place outside of oneself. Its perception
troubles the soul just like one's perception
of justification before God brings peace to
the heart; nevertheless, one must distinguish

Justification by faith is the biblical
doctrine that has been most influential in the
history of Christianity. The eclipse of it
brought in the dark ages, and the revival of

this truth brought about the

great
reformation. The Baptists have always held
tenaciously to justification by faith through
grace alone ever since it was delivered to the
early church tlrough the apostles. The
subtle shift from justification that has its
cause in the work of God in Jesus Cluist to a
justification that has its cause in the work of
the Holy Spirit in the believer was
effectively accomplished by the Catholic

Church. Once the ground of justification
was moved from the finished work of Jesus

Christ alone (His life, death,

and

resurrection) it was quite easy to teach that
the work of the Holy Spirit in you justifies
you before God. Then the Catholic Church
continued to define the work ofjustification
in the believer as a process brought about by
the reception of justiffing grace through the
sacraments of the Catholic Church. The end
result is the false teaching of salvation by
good works, which is the very opposite of
the biblical teaching ofjustification by faith.
This teaching of salvation by good works
flatters the self-righteous spirit in man

between the objective reality of
condemnation and justification and the
experiential harm or benef,rt respectively.

Justification, which is an act of God

of Jesus
Christ, (Read Romans 8:33 & 34) should
not be confused with the work of the Holy
Spirit imparting a new righteous nature to
the believer. Justification is receiving the
imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ and
regeneration is receiving the imparted
righteousness of Jesus Christ. Justification
deals with man's record or standing before
God, and regeneration deals with man's
based on the merits and atonement

renewed nature or sanctification before God.
Justification is a one time, completed act,

and regeneration begins a process of
sanctification. Justification is what God did

for us in Jesus Christ and regeneration

what the Holy Spirit does in

is

us.

Justification is accomplished by God placing
us in Jesus Christ, and sanctification begins
when the Holy Spirit causes Christ to dwell
in us. This distinction is biblical and its

recognition has a very significant and
practical result. Faith looks away from self
to the saving work of Jesus Christ.

Are you fully trusting in the saving
work of Jesus Christ or are you partially
trusting in your own works?

The doctrine of justification is not
solely a New Testament doctrine. Old
Testament saints were called just men as in
Hebrews 12:23. This state of righteousness,
innocence, uprightness was not attained by
good works but by faith. Romans 4:l-12
establishes the truth that Old Testament
saints were justified by faith. Abraham and
David are used for examples. Verse four
states, "For what saith the Scripture?
Abraham believed God and it was counted
unto him for righteousness." Verse six
states, "Even as David also describeth the
blessedness of the man, unto whom God
imputeth righteousness without works."
Imputation is the positive aspect in which
the righteousness of Jesus Christ is
attributed to us before God. Verse eight
records the negative aspect of justification,
"Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will
not impute sin." Justification by God is the
removal of guilt and condemnation as verse

eight exclaims and the imputation of

righteousness as verse six clearly sets forth.
"The just shall live by faith," is a Bible
doctrine not just a New Testament doctrine.
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Romans 3:24-26 is a classic passage
pertaining to this Bible teaching. "Being
justif,red freely by his grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus: whom
God hath set forth to be a propitiation
through faith in his blood, to declare his
righteousness for the remission of sins that
are past, through the forbearance of God; To
declare, I say, at this time his righteousness:
that he might be just, and the justifier of him
which believeth in Jesus." A proper
interpretation of this passage lays a good
foundation for a fundamental understanding
of what the Bible teaches about justification.

is bestowed or
given; not earned, merited, or deserved. The
double emphasis of "freely" and "by his
grace" drives this point home. The Greek
word here translated "freely" is translated by
First, justification

the following italicized words in John 15:25
"...They hated me (Jesus) without a cause."
Just as there was no cause within Jesus why
the people should have hated Hinq so there
is no cause in the sinner why God should
justifu Him. The passage goes on to say that
justification is by God's grace. Hence, it is
free in the truest sense of the word.

justification is based on the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus. Isaiah
53:10 & 11 should be studied in this regard.
In verse eleven God the Father says of His
Son, "...by his knowledge shall my
righteous servant justify many; for he shall
bear their iniquities." Justification comes
through the shed blood of Jesus Cluist, as
stated in Romans 5:9, "Much more then,
being now justified by his blood. we shall be
saved from wrath through him." This
subject of deliverance from God's wrath
Second,

brings us to our next point.

Third, justification is

closely

with propitiation. (Note Romans
3:25) Propitiation means that God's wrath
has been appeased by the blood of Jesus
Christ. Again we go to Isaiah, chapter 53.
In verse eleven it is stated, "He shall see of
associated

the travail of his soul, and shall

be

satisfied...." The travail of Christ's soul in
the giving of His life's blood is suffrcient to
satisff the Father's just wrath against those
for whom Clrist died when they are placed
in Christ at the new birth.
The remission of sins that are past
mentioned refers not to the past sins of an
individual whom God presently saves, but
the sins of the Old Testament saints whom
God had forgiven before the redemptive
price of Christ's blood had been paid. God
exercised forbearance in regard to them until
Christ died.
Fourth, justification is performed by
God. He is the justifier. God is just in
dealing with the sins of those whom He
redeems. He does not sweep them under
some celestial carpet, but deals with them
openly in the public death of the one who
2

could pay the price required with His
spotless and precious blood-Jesus Christ,
the Son of God.

Fifth, God justifies those who are
believing in Jesus Christ. They are justified
from the ungodly state in which God's grace
finds them. Romans 4:5 tells us that God
justifies the ungodly.

When you trusted Christ did you
think of yourself as ungodly?
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This lesson closes with a word of
caution. Never mix justification and
sanctification so urs to have the ground of
one's justification to be involved in any
measure with God's work within the
individual instead of God's work in Christ.
Romans, chapter 5, verses 18 and 19,
teaches that it is the righteousness of engJesus Christ-that brings justification. Also,

never separate justification

and

sanctification so as to teach that one can be
justified without experiencing a change of
life. In Romans 5:18 it speaks of the
righteousness of Jesus Christ (both in His
life and the act of His death) as unto the
justification of life. This means that
justification results in life. This new life
free from the dominion of sin in Jesus Christ
is evidence of having been justified. The
Bible knows nothing of a justification that
leaves one still in their sins.

Are you experiencing the new life
that is the result of being justified by
God?

