The Wuy Man
Supposes Sulvution To Be

The name of the first book of the Bible,
Genesis, means beginning, and indeed God has
recorded in this book many beginnings among
which we find the beginning of man and the
beginning of sin's entrance into the world. In
this lesson we shall see the beginning of man's
way of salvation. The saying, 'Necessity is the
mother of invention," is surely demonstrated by
our first parent's response to the dreadful
condition they found themselves in after they
sinned against God. Adam and Eve did not
immediately seek out God and confess their sin

or inquire as to the possibility of

finding
forgiveness and mercy, rather their first
imaginations as fallen creatures gave birth to the
idea of making themselves aprons to cover their
nakedness (Genesis 3:7). Instead of consulting
God as to what they should do, they just did
what seemed to come naturally, i.e., make
themselves some clothing as a means to cover
the shame of their nakedness.

To this present day mankind is doing
what seems to be the natural thing to do when it
comes to saving himself. He clothes himself
with what he thinks are good works according to
his own standards. Adam and Eve's reaction to
the voice of God's presence in the garden
reveals the insufhciency of man's plan to make
himself acceptable to God. "And they heard
the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden
in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife
hid themselves from the presence of the Lord
God amongst the trees of the garden. And the
Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him,
Where art thou? And he said, I heard thy voice
in the garden, and I was afraid. because I was
naked: and I hid myself." Genesis 3:8-10. All

of man's efforts will avail no more than the vain
atteriipts of Adam and Eve. In the book of
Revelation a picture of the final judgment
vividly portrays this truth. "And the kings of
the earth, and the great men, and the rich men,
and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and
every bondman, and every free man, hid
themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the
mountains; And said to the mountains and
rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of
him that sitteth on the throne. and from the
wrath of the Lamb:" Revelation 6:15-16. We
shall see in the next lesson that we need God to
hide us in Christ instead of trusting our vain
efforts to hide ourselves from the wrath of God.
We shall also see how God clothed Adam and
Eve with salvation.

Ask them if they are hiding from God
in their covering of self-righteous works.
Not only does man, when following his
own way of salvation, do that which comes to
him naturally-which is hiding from the true
God in seeking to make himself acceptable to
God by trusting in his own wisdom-but he
also perverts God's revelation as to the true way

of salvation. This devastating blunder of
mankind was first committed by Cain, as the
biblical record plainly reveals through its
inerrant account. The fact that God clothed
mankind's first parents with coats of skins,
having slain an innocent animal to do so, clearly
acknowledges that God had instructed them as
to the necessary way of approaching Him. The
account of Cain and Abel's presentation to God
recorded in Genesis 4:1-7 presents man's way
of salvation and God's way of salvation. In our
next lesson we will deal with God's way of
salvation. The emphasis in this lesson is upon
man's vain attempts to make himself acceptable
to God.
First, we have seen that clothing of our
own devising is not sufficient, now we shall see
that bringing God an offering according to the

dictates

of our own will and understanding

instead of believing and obeying the revelation
of God is just as futile as the first attempt of
Adam and Eve. Titus 3:5 refutes and reproves
the type of thinking that Cain displayed. 'Not
by Works of righteousness which we have done,
but according to his mercy he saved us, by the
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the
Holy Ghost." Cain did not understand his need
of God's mercy nor did he understand that the
innocent must die for the guilty. If we
understood the last lesson we realize that there
are none innocent among the corrupt posterity
of Adam. Jesus Christ is the only innocent one
being born of woman by the miraculous virgin
birth. He, being the spotless Son of God,
became a man without comrption because of
His sinless nature and the fact that the Holy
Spirit conceived His body in the womb of Mary,
bypassing the transference of Adam's
corruption, yet through Mary's seed He became
the posterity of David. Cain did not rcalize that
the innocent animal's blood required by God
was a type or picture of the coming sacrifice,
Jesus Christ-God's Son, and the shedding of
His precious blood. In other words, man's way
of salvation doesn't rccognize God's act of the
shedding of innocent blood for the justification
of the guilty. Cain's offering of the fruit of the
ground had no atoning value, and was not what
God required. Such is the manner of man since
the days of Cain.

Ask them if they are trusting
blood of Jesus Christ for forgiveness.

in

the

The first error of man's way of salvation
was Adam and Eve's attempt to make
themselves presentable to God. The second
error displayed by their son Cain was that of
seeking to approach God the wrong way. He
offered the works of his own hands instead of
the blood of an innocent animal sacrifice. The
third error of man's way of salvation that is also
seen in the book of Genesis is the foolish

thought

of those in the plain of

Shinar

as

mentioned in Genesis, chapter 11, verse 4, "And
they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a
tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and
let us make us a name, lest we be scattered
abroad upon the face of the whole earth." This
is man's vain attempt to reach God by the
unihed effort of manmade religion. Many false

religions have, as it were, towers they are
building to reach heaven. The voice of present-

day religions is once again seeking to blend into
harmony. Jesus said in Matthew 10:34, "Think
not that I am come to send peace on earth: I
came not to send peace, but a sword." Just as
God did then and throughout history, so will He
do presently and in the judgment of the last
day, i.e., He shall confound man's religion and
man's efforts to save himself (Genesis 11:5-9).
Any goal of unity reached among the varied
religions of the world will be short lived and
will end by God's judgment.

We have seen from the book of Genesis
how man seeks to save himself. The New
Testament gives clear statements that refute
such thinking and practice. Ephesians 2:8-9,
"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not
of works lest any man should boast." These
verses not only refute Adam and Eve's means of
saving themselves, they also reveal a key
ingredient that is missing in man's religion, and
that is the grace of God. Hebrews 9:22 states,
"And almost all things are by the law purged
with blood; and without shedding of blood is no
remission." Cain sought to approach God
without the blood. It must be remembered also
that some of the religions of the world have
blood sacrifice, but none of them have God's
required blood sacrifice of the spotless lamb of
God. It is His blood and His blood alone that
cleanses the sinful soul, making it clean before
God. Hebrews 2:I2 states, 'Neither by the
blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood
he entered in once into the holy place, having
obtained eternal redemption for us." Man's way
of salvation is a way that bypasses the cross of

Jesus Christ, having no use for His blood
atonement. The world today seeks, just as it did
in the days of the tower of Babel, to produce a
massive system of religion that presents itself as
having the ability to reach God and His Heaven.
The Scripture describes this religious system
according to its true nature. It is depicted in the
book of Revelation as a great whore and as a
beast. This reveals that man's system of religion
is adulterous and ferocious. It allures its victims
through lust and holds them through fear. God
speaks of its final demise in the final chapters of
the book of Revelation. Note especially chapter
19, verses 2 and20.
Ask them if false religions allure them and

intimidate them. If they are confused close
with a prayer for their understanding and
faith in Christ alone.

MAN'S WAY OF SALVATION: STUDY SHEET
The book of Genesis was chosen as the source for this lesson because the law of first
mention is a very powerfirl principle in teaching. The first reaction of our fallen parents and the
first actions of their children and posterity reveal the true nature of sinful man. There is nothing
new under the sun. What they did is still, in principle, being done today. Be careful to note the
exact order of each action. Note that Adam and Eve did not hide until the presence of God
appeared after they had clothed themselves. Emphasize that this shows the insufficiency of man's
way of religion to give man peace of conscience before God. The Bible tells us in Romans 5: 1 ,
"Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ."
Therefore, salvation is only by faith and only through Jesus Christ. Adam and Eve tried to make
themselves right by their own works, but their clothing did not stand the test of God's presence.

Looking carefully into the true nature of Cain's approach to God will help us realize his
unbelief. Remind the student that God has chosen not to give every detail concerning these
events, but He has given what is needful to properly understand the truth, He wants us to know.
Obviously, God had instructed Adam and Eve how to approach Him. Abel was following God's
way, but Cain had not sought the true way to approach God. One element perhaps often missed
is that Cain's offering involved no suffering onthe part ofthat which was offered. Abel's offering
suffered his blood being shed and the reality of death. The biblical way of salvation is that the
suffering of another in our stead would bring salvation. Isaiah 53:5 states, "But he was wounded
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon
him; and with his stripes we are healed." The vicarious or substitutionary death of Jesus Christ is
clearly taught in the Scriptures. I Peter 3:18 says, "For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the
just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by
the Spirit." The following Scriptures also teach this truth: Ephesians 5:2rJotn 6:51, 10:l I and
15, and 15:13. In each ofthese verses the prepositionfor (in the Greek Onep) means in one's
place or stead, as one's substitute. When it comes to God's wrath there is only one thing that will
cause it to pass over and not to fall--Exodus l2:l3, "...When I see the blood, I will pass over you,
and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you..." Fruits and vegetables offered to God do
not appease His wrath; they kindle His wrath. It must be stated that not just any blood will
appease God's wrath and bring His peace. It must be the precious blood ofJesus Christ, the lamb
of God. Note I Peter 1:19. Also, Romans 3:25 says concerning Jesus Christ, "'Whom God hath
set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his_bloqd..."
Genesis, chapter 11, gives the development of the spirit of idolatry and the spirit of
ecumenicalism. This spirit of idolatry displayed at the tower of Babel is throughout Scriptures
pictured as a whore. Look at Proverbs 8:1-18 and compare verses 1-12 with verses 13-18. Note
Jeremiah 3:6, "The Lord said also unto me in the days of Josiah the king, hast thou seen that
which backsliding Israel hath done? She is gone up upon every high mountain and under every
green tree, and there hath played the harlot." The spirit of idolatry is pictured as a woman of
wickedness nZechafiah 5:5-1
Although Israel at this time after the captivity had no outward
yet
signs of idolatry
they still had an evil spirit of covetousness, which is idolatry, in their heart.
The vision of Zechanah, chapter 5, pictures that such wickedness belongs in the land of Shinar,

l.

for that's where it came from. This metaphor finds its completion in the great whore of
Revelation, chapter 17. lnRevelation 17,the Scriptures give the cuhnination ofthis wicked,
idolatrous ecumenical spirit of this Babylonian religion described in Genesis, chapter 11, and
pictures it as a great whore. Revelation 17:8 tells us that she is carried by a beast; hence she rules
through seductive enticement and throughthe fear that her religious tyranny brings.

