THE FALL OF

MAN

In a prior lesson we learned that
God is the Creator ofthe Heavens and the
earth. The facts that both we and the
world around us exist and that we did not
create ourselves are two bits of knowledge
that are self-evident. The next realization
that man comes to from his observation of
himself and those around him is that
something is wrong with mankind.
Almost as evident as life itself is the truth
that things are not what they should be.
The world seeks to promote the idea that
man is constantly getting better and that
his future is always greater than his past.
Although this is taught in many belief
systems, both religious and the so called
non-religious such as evolutiorl it cuts
across the grain of the testimony of man's
conscience. Each person is born with a
conscience and senses that he is guilty of
transgressing a law written in his heart
(Romans 2:14-15). This inborn sense of
guilt is evidence of a nobility that man
once had and lost through sin. The Holy
Scriptures once again reveal the cause for
that which mankind innately knows. First,
the Bible reveals that God is the Creator,
and secondly, it reveals that man presently
is a fallen creature-a sinner.

Ask if he/she knows of this guilt
of which the Scriptures speak.

The expression'the fall of man " is
commonly used to state the biblical truth
that man was created righteous, but
through anactof disobedience lost the
nature and conditions of his original
righteous standing with God. Ecclesiastes
7:29 states,"Lo, this only have I found,
that God hath made man upright; but they
have sought out many inventions." Man
was made in the image of God (Genesis
I:26-27) and therefore possesses in human
form the righteousness of God. This is
why the Scripture could say before the
entrance of sin into the world by man,
"...God saw everything that he had made,
and behold, it was very good..." Also, it
is recorded concerning Adam and Eve
oo...they
were both
before they sinned that,
naked, the man and his wife. and were not
ashamed" (Genesis 1:31, 2:25). God did
not create man with a sinful nature. God
is not the author of sin. He created man
with a righteous nature.

How can a righteous being created
in the image of God become a sinful
being? Our Lord taught that an evil fruit
can't come from a good tree (Matthew
7:18). Drawing from this illustration of
our Lord, one could ask, "Was Adam a
good tree or an evil tree?' He was a good
tree that changed and became an evil tree.
By this we mean that man was created
righteous, but he was created with the
ability to change. Adam and Eve were not
sealed in their condition of righteousness.
Adam had the nature to act righteously in
submission to God, but the capability to
act independently and chose for himself
what he believed was good for himself in
direct disregard of what God had said is
right and good. Genesis, chapter three,
records in detail just such a foolish choice,
a choice that changed Adam's nature from
righteous to sinful.
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Ask if they believe they have a
sinful nature.
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God had clearly told Adam not to
eat of the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, for in eating he would surely die.
(Genesis 2:16-17). Adam directly
disobeyed when Eve gave him the
forbidden fruit (Genesis 3:6). It must be
remembered that this divine record is an
inerrant account of real history. The New
Testament, in Romans 5:12, recognizes
that sin entered mankind through Adarn,
"Wherefore as by one man sin entered the
world, and death by sin; and so death
passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned:"
Share your beliefand confidence
in the Bible's record of sin's entrance
into the world.
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When man set his will against
God's will the judgment of God fell just as
God had said. So the question needs to be
asked, what are the effects of man's first
act of disobedience? In answering this
question we need to learn how Adam was
a representative for all mankind. In I
Corinthians 15:22 it states, "For as in
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be
made alive." This verse teaches that
God's judgment of death fell not only on
Adam himself, but also on all his natural
posterity. Romans 5:12 also states this
truth when it states that, "...all have
sinned." Romans 3:23 also conveys this
teaching, "For all have sinned. and come
short of the glory of God." These
passages are stated in the past tense and
teach that by imputation every man that is
born of Adam has incurred Adam's guilt
as though he was personally there in the
garden and sinned, just as Adam did. This
seelns somewhat unjust until we rcalize
that in the economy of God had such not

been the case the one man Christ Jesus

could not have given His righteousness to
all those He represented. Therefore, death
and guilt are two effects of the fall of man.
Romans 5:15-19 confirms this by teaching
the oflense of the one man Adam caused
the reign of death and the recognition by
God that all are sinners. By death the
Bible obviously means physical deatll but
also it means spiritual separation from the
life of God. The sinner is described as one
who is, "...alienated fromthe life of
God..." Ephesians 4:18. Each person
born into this world is under the power of
death. His body is comrptible and his
spirit is dead toward God.

Ask if they believe they are a
sinner before God and spiritually dead.
Romans, chapter five, speaks of
this act of Adam against God as: sin,
transgressioq offense, and disobedience.
Adam missed the mark of God's glory
when he ate the forbidden fruit. This is
the meaning ofthe word sin. He crossed
over the boundary that God had given him
and ate from a tree fenced offby God's
prohibition and designated as a tree not for
man, hence the meaning of the term
transgression. This sinful act was a
personal offense to God, leaving Him
offended with man. It was also an act of
disobedience expressing a failure to live in
a relationship to God as His Lord and one
to be obeyed. The sad but biblical truth is
that we are born with such a sinful nature
because of Adam's sin. Not only the guilt
of his sin was imputed, but also his fallen
nature was imparted. Ephesians 2:3 says
thbt we, "...were by nature the children of
wrath, even as others." Psalms 51:5 states,
"Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in
sin did my mother conceive me." Man has
no original righteousness, only
unrighteousness. This means that man is
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totally depraved ofany righteousness and
can't save himself (Romans 3:10-11).
Adam's sin brought to himself and
his posterity: physical and spiritual deattl
the imputation of guilt, and the impartation
of a comrpt and totally sinful nature. He
also brought curses upon the earth, which
manifest themselves in the form of evils
such as: disease, tragedy, discomfort,
loneliness, etc. Romans 8:20-21 speaks
of the world being made subject to vanity
and brought into the bondage of
comrption (Genesis 3:16-19) Adam and
Eve were dispelled from the garden and
kept from the tree of life. This expulsion
took place after God clothed them which
clothing tlpified their salvation (Genesis
3:21). Therefore the expulsion and
keeping fromthe tree of life must deal
with the presence of sin that yet remains in
the nature of this body and the physical
comrption that yet exists. God left Adam
and Eve, though now saved, in this world,
but not to live forever in such comrption.
He subjected this world to the vanity of
the curse in the hope ofa new heavens and
earth (Romans 8:19-23). Once glorified in
the new heavens and the new eartfu those
redeemed of mankind will once again have
access to the tree of life (Revelation 22:2).
Those who die not clothed in the
imputed and imparted righteousness of
Jesus Christ will forever be banished from
God. At the final judgment their souls will
come out of hell (Hades), and in
resurrected bodies of comrption they will
be cast into the lake of fire (hell as the
frral abode of the wicked) where they will
experience eternal torment. This is called
the second death in the Scriptures
(Revelation 20:6 and l4).

Close in prayer asking that God
would convict them of their lost
condition and bring them to salvation or
if they are already saved that God
would promote their spiritual growth.

Study Guide: The FaIl of Man

It is said of Adam

and Eve that they were made in the image and likeness of God.
Although Adam originally possessed righteousness, he was mutabie (susceptible to change).
Being righteous by creation, any change of nature would be a degeneration of that originaf
righteousness. When Adam and Eve chose to sin against God and transgressed His rwealed will,
offending His Holy Person and disobeying His Lordship as the Creator, Aaurn comrpted his own
nature by his act of disobedience bringing the entrance of indwelting sin (Romans 7:l7,lB, and
20). h is said in Genesis 5:3, "And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his
own likeness, after his image; and called his name Seth." Atthough Seth maintained a similitude
ofthe image of God the impartation of Adam's comrpt nature became Seth's because, "That
which is born ofthe flesh (sinful flesh is meant) is flesh..." John 3:6.
Job l4:4 asks, "Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? Not one." Our Lord
taught this same truth when He stated in Matthew 12:33, "Either make the tree good, and his fruit
good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit comrpt: for the tree is known by his fruit.Adam is the fountainhead of all humanity. He comrpted that fountain. Adam became a corrupt
tree and all that come from him through natural generation are comrpt also.
Ephesians 2:3 teaches that we were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. The
word nature used in this verse means: to bring forttu nature, natural birth or condition. The
thought is that being born of the posterity of Adarn, which birth comes from the corruptible seed
of fallen humanity, is the means whereby we receive a comrpt nature. The sinful nature of man is
thoroughly depraved of original righteousness; therefore, rnan is totally depraved in all aspects of
his being. Genesis 6:12 states, "And God looked upon the earth, and behold, it was comrpt; for
all flesh had comrpted his way upon the earth."
Wickedness is progressive and can be restrained by the common grace of God from its firll
expression; therefore, every man is not as wicked as he could be, but he is a servant to indwelling
sin (Romans 6:17). This means that man's condition is such as described by EcclesiastesT 20,
"For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not." Also, John 3:19, "And
this is the condemnatioq that light is come into the world (note that without Christ there is not
light), and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil." The greatest
indictment upon mankind is that they crucified the Lord of glory.

If

one meditates upon the metaphors given by Scripture to describe the nature of man and
his condition before God, one would realz:e that man is totally depraved ofthe righteousness of
God in all ofhis faculties. Man is said to be; dead, blind, in bondage to sin" lost, without hope,
alienated from the life of God, ignorant, darkness, ungodly, unrighteous, sinner, liar, far ofl
comrpt, deceived, desperately wicked, evil, vanity, children of disobedience, etc. (Ephesians 2:1,
12, and 13,4:17,18, and 22,5:6 and 8, Romans 5:6 and 8,6:!7, Jeremiah l7:9, Luke 11;13,
Psalms 39:5, Psalms 116:11, I Corinthians 6;9,II Corinthians 4:3)

If man is to be saved nothing short ofthe electing grace of God applying the redemption
of Jesus Christ through the sovereign regenerating work ofthe Holy Spirit will save him.

