The Attributes
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The Bible begins with God. Genesis
1:1 states, 'Tn the beginning God created the
heaven and the earth." If we are ever to
understand the cause and purpose of life we
must begiq just as the Bible does, with God.
You will never perceive the reason for your
existence and your eternal destiny if you begin
with yourself with man. We must receive the
revelation of God and believe that He is the
Creator and Redeemer.
The Bible does not seek to give
intellectual arguments to prove that God exists,
rather it assumes the reader knows that God
exists. The New Testament follows this design
of declaring God. John 1: l, 'In the beginning
was the Word and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God." God is! is the first
message the Bible sounds forth. Romans 1:1825 tells us that every man can clearly know that
God exists and that He is the all-powerful
Creator. Verse 20 tells us that no man has any
excuse for not knowing that an eternal God of
power must exist. The creation declares to any
who have not hardened their heart with the
darkness of sinful and vain imaginations that
there is an omnipotent God. This kind of
elementary knowledge of God can and is
known without havrng read the Bible. Psalm
19:1-3 says, "The heavens declare the glory of
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God; and the firmament sheweth his
handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech and
night unto night showeth knowledge. There is
no speech nor language, where their voice is
not heard." These verses confirm the truth that
God's creation sends an obvious message to all
the world. The message is that a being all
powerful and all knowing created the heavens
and the earth. The Scriptures do not reason
with the atheist, rather they declare him a fool
(Psalm l4:1).

I Corinthians 1.2I instructs

us as to

what can't be known by men without reading
the Bible. 'Tor after that in the wisdom of God
the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased
God by the foolishness of preaching to save
them that believe." Man, by his natural
wisdom, can know of God as a creator, but
only by placing faith in the Word of God can he
know God as Lord and Savior.
The Bible is first of all a book about

God and what He has done. Revelation 4:l I
says, "Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive
glory and honour and power: for thou hast
created all things and for thy pleasure they are
and were created." If we forget this basic truth
we will think more of ourselves than we ought.
The emphasis of the Bible is not what man can
do for God and what rights man has. It is what
God has done andhow God graciously
includes man in his purpose and plan. The
Bible reveals who God is by telling us of God's
attributes. The attributes of God are those
characteristics that are uniquely true of God.
Volumes have been written about the
being and nature of God. The whole Bible is
about God, so obviously we must limit
ourselves to a very abbreviated lesson
concerning the basic attributes of God as
revealed in His Word. God is a spirit being
(John 4:24). He is invisible! John 1:18 says,
'T.{o man (nq one is the literal rendering of the

Greek) hath seen God at any time; the only
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the
father, he hath declared him." I Timothy 1:17
describes God as being invisible. When one is
said to have seen God it is referring to a
manifestation of God's glorious presence, but
God's essence can't be seen, for God is
invisible. God is an infinite, omnipresent,
personal spirit. He is indivisible, and nothing
can be added to Him. God is a spirit of life.
Job 33:4 says, "The spirit of God hath made
me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given
me life." When the Bible speaks of God's
affns, eyes, ears, etc. it is not to be thought that
God has a body, but that God possesses
characteristics in infinite perfection such as
man possesses in a very limited sense. When
such descriptions are used pertaining to God, it
means that He has all strength and unlimited
knowledge and is a being who is
incomprehensible.
We learn about God through a
thorough study of the Bible. The Scriptures
tell us who God is in the context of His great
acts of creation and redemption. This is indeed
a better way than the approach taken in this
lesson, therefore, this lesson is only an
abbreviated study to help you approach the
Bible with a basic understanding ofthe nature
of God. We have already learned that God is a
spirit, but we must not conclude from this that
God is impersonal. God is a personal being.
He has the qualities of self-consciousness, selfdetermination, and moral consciousness. Man,
being made in God's image, reflects these
characteristics in a limited sense. God is not an
extension of His creation as pantheism teaches.
'TIe is before all things and by Him all things
consist" (Colossians l: 17). The Bible uses
personal names when referring to God because
God is a personal being. God is a being with
whom a redeemed sinner can have a personal
relationship. God makes appeals to man to
have a reasonal and personal relationship with
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him. Read and meditate on Isaiah 1:16-18.
Tell how you have a personal
relationship with God through Jesus Christ.

I

The chief attribute of God according to
its preeminence in the Scripture is that of
God's holiness. He is undivided, chaste,
morally pure. He is set apart from all and is a
free and independent spirit. The prophet Isaiah
exalted the Lord's holiness. He records what
the heavenly seraphim cried out concerning
God, "And one cried unto another and said,
holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole
earth is full of his glory." (Isaiah 6:3) God is
immutable. That means that his nature does
not change. His holy nature will never change;
therefore, there will never be comrption in His
nature. Malachi 3:6,'Tor I am the Lord, I
*...God is light,
change not..." I John 1:5 says,
and in him is no darkness at all." Darkness is a
metaphorical way of expressing that which is
unholy. Since God is infinitely holy and the
very source of holiness, He desires us to be
holy as His creatures. I Peter 1:16 says,
'Because it is written, Be ye holy: for I am

holy."
The most obvious attributes of God set
forth in scripture are those known as His
omnipotence, omnipresence, and omniscience.
Respectively theses words describe God as
having all power and one whose presence is
everywhere and who knows all things.
Concerning God's power, I Chronicles
29:11-12 states,'"Ihine, O Lord, is the
greatness, and the power, and the glory, and
the victory and the majesty: for all that is in
the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the
kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head
above all. Both riches and honour come of
thee, and thou reignest over all; and in thine
hand is power and might; and in thine hand it is

to make great and to give strength unto all."
God is the very source of power and authority.
Romans 13:1 speaks as to the authorities that
rule over us, 'T-et every soul be subject unto
the higher powers. For there is no power but
of God: the powers that be are ordained of
God." God is the creator and sustainer of life.
Note Romans 1:25 and Colossians 1: 16-17 .

Tell how you believe in a literal six
day creation and reject evolution.
God's omnipresence is an attribute of
His nature that is hard to comprehend. The
Psalmist David spoke concerning this
characteristic of God in Psalms 139.7-10,
"Whither shall I go from they spirit? Or whither
shall I flee from they presence? IfI ascend up
into heaven, thou are there: if I make my bed in
hell, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings
of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts
of the sea; Even there shall thy hand lead me,
and thy right hand shall hold me." David
believed that God's presence and power are
everywhere at one and the same time. God is
present everywhere at all time. Time and space
are dimensions of the created world. God is
neither bound nor limited by either. Isaiah
57.T5 speaks not only about God's
omnipresence but reminds us again of his
holiness, 'For thus saith the high and lofty one
that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I
dwell in the high and holy place, with him also
that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive
the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart
of the contrite ones." God is neither limited by
time nor by space. God is not divisible,
therefore, as He dwells in millions of believers
each believer has GodtE
dwelling in them individually. I John 4;15 says,
"Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the son
of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God."

Tell how you know God dwells in
you by the witness of the Holy Spirit.

God's omniscience pertains to all that
exists, Himself and His creation. God knows
infinitely, completely, and perfectly himself and
also He knows all concerning His creation.
Romans IT:33-34 states, "O the depth ofthe
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of
God! How unsearchable are his judgments,
and his ways past finding out! For who hath
known the mind of the Lord? Or who hath
been his counselorl" God's knowledge is
infinitely perfect. Acts 15: 18 says,'I(nown
unto God are all his works from the beginning
of the world." It is a comforting thought to the
believer in Christ Jesus that God knows the
past, present, and future for His knowledge is
not limited by time. Matthew 10:29-30 says,
"Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing and
one ofthem shall not fall on the ground
without your Father. But the very hairs of your
head are all numbered."

Tell how knowing such a God has
personally brought you peace in your
everday life.
In this brief lesson we will not deal with
all the attributes of God. As you study your
Bible you will realize that God is a glorious
being who exceeds our ability to totally
comprehend Him. Iob 37:23 says, "Touching
the Almighty, w€ cannot find him out. He is
excellent in power, and in judgment..." One
attribute of God we want to make sure and
mention is God's love. The Bible says that
God is love in I John 4:8. God's love is the
reason for sending His Son into the world
(John 3:16). The love of God comes to man as
grace, mercy, and goodness. God's love does
not come to every individual equally. Just as
your love is different for a spouse than a
stranger and different for a child than a friend.
Romans 2:11 says, 'Tor there is no respect of
persons with God." This does not mean that
God can't chose whom He will love and with

what intensity He loves them. Neither does
this verse mean that every man has equal rights
to receive goodness from God, because God
owes nothing to man. Man has no intrinsic
rights that give him the right to demand that
God give him everything that God has freely
chosen to give to others. What Romans 2:11
means is that God's grace, goodness, and
mercy are not based upon those things that
distinguish one person from another. His
righteous demands are the same for every
individual upon the earth. God is not unjust to
love one and hate another if he has a just cause
to hate and a gracious cause to love. Romans
9:13 and 15 say, "As it is written, Jacob have I
loved, but Esau have I hated... For he saith to
Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I
will have compassion." God had just cause for
hating Esau and God had the right to chose
mercy instead ofjustice for Jacob. God loves
all His creation with a benevolent love. Note
Matthew 5:44-48, but those whom he
sovereignly chooses to be recipients of His
grace and mercy are loved with an everlasting
love. Jeremiah 31:3, "...Yea, I have loved thee
with an everlasting love: therefore with
lovingkindness have I drawn thee." To the
saved it is said in I John 4:19, "We love him
because he first loved us." God's everlasting
love ultimately secures the response of love in
the heart and life of those He has chosen to
love savingly. Experiencing the love of God
found in Jesus Christ is life and salvation.

STUDY NOTES FOR LESSON--THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD

Psalm 50:2T says, "...thou thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as thyself..." I
Samuel 15:29 says, "And also the strength of Israel (God) will not lie nor repent (change His
nature and purposes): for he is not a man that he should repent." Isaiah 55:8-9 says, 'Tor my
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than
your lhoughts." All those verses teach us not to think of God's nature and being to be like ours.
God is infinite in all His attributes. God is a self-existent, independent, eternal being. He is not
limited as we are. It is His very nature to exist and the immensity of His being transcends time
and space. God can't change for the better or for the worse because He is infinitely perfect.
Don't make the mistake of thinking that the conditions, bounds, and limits of our finite existence
apply to God.

In a later lesson we will deal with the Biblical teaching that although God is one in unity,
essence and nature, He is a trinity of persons. We will also deal with the Son of God becoming
man. When you teach the attributes of God do not confuse this with the Biblical teaching of the
Son of God becoming man. The second person of the trinity, the Son of God, voluntarily
submitted Himselfto the Father in this work of becoming a human. Remember that Jesus did not
cease being God, but while upon earth He voluntarily submitted the free exercise of His attributes
to the Father. Jesus only exercised the attributes of God when it was the Father's will. He always
possessed them, even while upon earth, but for the purpose of redemption He submitted the
exercise ofthem to the will ofHis Father.

If you are interested in learnin€ more about God

and would like a good Baptist book on
theology, see the one who gave you this study sheet and he will tell you how to get A Systematic
Study of Bible Doctrine by Thomas Paul Simmons.

