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"Allstiptufs"

refers to those sixty-six
individual books which collectively are called
the Holy Bible. At the tinne II Timothy was
written not all sbcy-six books had been
penned, but the Holy Spirit knqw what had
been written and what was yet to be written.
God chose holy men to write the Scriptures,
but the thoughts as well as the words to
express them have their source in God alone.

Give my personal belief as to how
much I value the Bible.
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"All scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in
righteousness." II Timothy 3:16
This verse speaks as to the nature of
those Scriptures collectively called the Holy
Bible. "Inspiration" means God breathed or
God-inspired. Breath accompanies speech and
is a necessary pa.rt in the formation of words,
such being the nature of the words of
Scripture, leads us to understand that they
came forth from and have their source in God.
"So shall my word be that goeth forth out of
my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but
it shall accomplish that which I pleasg and it
shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it"
(Isaiah 55:l l). God is spirit and does not have
a mouth. God speaks about Himself in a way
we can understand. Just as an original thought
coming out of a man's mouth are his words, so
the words of Scripture are uniquely original

A comparison can be made to help our
understanding. Jesus Christ, God the Son,
became a human without ceasingto be God.
He was not two people, but one person with
two natures. With a similar correspondence
the words of God came down from God which
is in Heaven and became man's wordswithout
ceasing to be God's Word. One can say that
the Apostle Paul wrote the epistle of tr
Timothy, but to be trutlrful one must go oa to
say tha the words Paul wrote had.their origin
in God and were only conceived in the mind of
Paul by the special work ofthe Holy Spirit.
There is only one Christ, and He became flesh
through the one time, miraculous work of th
Holy Spirit in the ,rirgt.r birth of the Son of
God. There is onty one Bible brought about by
the Holy Spirit's special work of inspiration.
Although the writers thought the word of God,
it was only through a miraculous conception of
thought which the Holy Spirit gave birth to in
their minds without them having fathered the
thought. The Bible has the nature and
appearance of being the words of men, but in
realrty the Scriptures are the very words of
God. Just like Jesus appeared to be an
ordinary maq but He wasn't. The Bible
appears as an ordinary book, but it isn't. The
deity of Christ was manifested by the works

God in the fleslq used the expression, "I say
unto you," some 121 times. Hebrews 3:7,
'lMherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, to day if
ye will hear his voice" This verse of Scripture
is a quote from Psalrn 95, written by David.
Here is a good example of the nature ofthe
Scriptures. David penned it but it is what the
Holy Spirit said. Hebrews 4:7 clarifies this
further, for it reveals that God spoke in David.
The verse is quoted as spoken by God and it
says, "Again, he (God) limited a certain day
saying in David. Today, after so long a time,
as it is said, Today, if ye will hear his (God's)
voice, harden not your hearts."

that He perlormed and the fact that He
resurrected from the dead. The Bible manifests
that it is God's Word by the powerful works of
transformation it brings as the Holy Spirit uses
it to regenerated lost sinners and sanctify the
saints. It also cannot be destroyed though men
have thought they could put God's Word to
death.

II Peter l:16-2I also speaks as to the
origrn and nature of the Bible. Some will say
that the Bible is no different than any other
book. How many books do you know that
claim to be the Word of God? Of those few
you might name, how many are filled with
fables and do not correspond to real history?
In this passage of Scripture we are told by
eyewitnesses of the Savior himselfthat they did
not follow cunningly devised fables. Verse 20
teaches that no Scripture come into existence
(this is the meaning of the Greek word'ts" in
this verse) by a private source. No books of
the Bible were authored by an individual who
sat down and wrote his interpretation or view
of things arising from his own understanding.
The prophets whom God used to author the
Old Testament as well as the apostles and
prophets who authored the New Testament
were holy men whom God bore along by the
power ofHis Spirit just as the wind would
carry a ship at sea.
Hebrews 1:1-2 says, "God, who at
sundry (many) times and in divers (different)
manners spake in time past unto the fathers by
the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken
unto us by his Son...." It has been estimated
that some forty different men were used of
God over a period of 1500 years to give us the
Bible. God.wrote on tables of stone, spoke
audibly, moved upon the heart of the prophets
or brought words spoken by Jesus to
remembrance. The phrase, "Thus saith the
Lord" is used some 134 times in the Old
Testament. In the New Testament Jesus, being
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Tell how I hear the Word of God in
my daily life.
God's Word is complete and without
has been preserved through the
centuries as God promised. Proverbs 30:5-6,
'Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto
them that put their trust in him, Add thou not
unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou
be found aliar." Psalms 12:6-7 says, "The
words of the Lord are pure words: as silver
tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times.
Thou shalt keep them, O Lord, thou shalt
preserve them from this generation for ever.
Jesus stated these same two truths in Matthew
5:18, 'Tor verily I say unto you, till heaven and
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled." Also, in
John l0:35, "...The scripture cannot be
broken." The Bible is reliable and to be
trusted.

error. It

The whole question of the inerrancy of
the Scripture rises or falls on the integrity and
testimony of Jesus Christ. You can't
consistently believe that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God and believe that the Bible contains
error. Neither can you consistently believe the
Bible and not believe that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God. Jesus stated in John 5:37, "search

the scriptures for in them ye think ye have
eternal life: and they are they which testify of
me." In John 5:34 Jesus stated that, "...f
receive not testimony from men..." Therefore,
He viewed Scripture as the testimony of God
for in verse 37 Jesus tells us that He receives
the testimony of Scripture. If the testimony of
the Scripture is true then Jesus is true for they
testify of Him. If Jesus is true then the
Scriptures are true for Jesus received their
testimony, and He would not receive a false
testimony or one filled with error.
Some people ignorantly say that there
are different Bibles and nobody can know
which one is right. In Romans 3:l-2we are
told that,'trnto them (Jews) were committed
the oracles (declarations) of God." The Jews
to this day have the exact Old Testament that

we have. They did not include the books of the
Apocrypha that the Catholic Church accepts as
Scripture. When Jesus said, "Search the
scriptures..." Those of His day knew that He
spoke of the books that comprise the same Old
Testament you have used in studying this
lesson. They grouped the books differently but
all were included and no more added. The
World Book Encyclopedia Oy no means a
Christian book publisher) gives some valuable
information about the Hebrew Bible text. "The
Masoretic text is the standard Jewish version of
the Old Testament. It was prepared by Jewish
scholars called masoretes, mainly from the
A.D. 500's to the 900's. The Masoretes
studied each letter, word, and phrase of the Old
Testament in the original Hebrew language.
They wrote marginal notes on the Biblical
texts, commenting on proper grammar and
spelling." The Masoretic text is still extant
today and is the text from which the Kings
James Authorized version was translated.
Greek copies of the original Greek manuscripts
of the New Testament are still extant today,
and the majority ofthose available in the early
1600's were used to translate the King James

Version of the New Testament.
The Holy Bible is God's Word and it is
living and powerful, when you read the Bible
God words begin to pierce the soul and begin
to read you. God has preserved His Word in a
multitude of languages including English. For
almost 400 years God's saints have trusted the
KIV which is an accurate translation of the
Hebrew and Greek texts preserved unto our
day. God's W-ord is to be trusted and obeyed.

Tell how I read the Scriptures and
meditate on them.
Tell how I trust the KJV translation.

STUDY NOTES FOR LESSON: THE HOLY BIBLE--GOD'S WORD
The literal franslation of the beginning of II Timothy 3:16 reads, "Every scripture
[is] God-inspired and profitable..." The emphasis is not so much on how they were glven
as in what they are. By this I mean that this verse is stating that when you read the Bible
you are reading words that are God-breathed. II Peter L2}-2lsays, "Knowing this first,
that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came
not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost." This verse speaks more to the manner of how we got the Scriptures.
Negatively it states that the Scripture did not come to us by the will ofman. No man gave
his opinion or interpretation of what life is all about. It indicates that no prophecy came
from any private source such as the will of a particular man. Positively it states that
Scripture came from God. The Holy Spirit carried the holy men of God along much like a
ship is carried along by the stormy waters of the sea. This word "moved" in II Peter 1:21
is translated "drive" or "were driven" in Acts 26:15 and 16 respectively. The Holy Spirit
controlled the prophets like a ship is controlled by the sea.
When the Bible speaks of words going out of God's mouth it is using a metaphor.
That means that God does not literally have a mouth. God is spirit (John 4:24). In this
way God give us a spiritual truth through a physical illustration.
We do not have the original documents or writings. We have preserved copies.
This is what God promised. For example, we do not have the original parchment upon
which the Apostle John penned the book of Revelation, but we do have reliable copies.
The originals were used and wore away. God promised to preserve His Word and this is
done through reliable copies of the original Hebrew texts of the Old Testament and Greek
texts of the New Testament. We also have trustworthy fianslations in hundreds of
languages. Neither Jesus nor the Jews of His day accepted the Apocrypha. The
Apocrypha is the name glven to the extra books placed in Catholic Bibles today. These
books have good historical information but are not to be considered as God's Word such
as is done by the Roman Catholic Church.
The King James Version is an accurate and reliable translation. It needs no
correction, but like any translation, if one can study in the language it was translated from,
the process of interpretation is made easier when several meanings are possible in the
translation.
Inerrancy of the Scriptures simply means that the Scripture does not contain error.

