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14'27 "And
whosoever doth not bear his
cross, and come after me cannot
be my disciple."
The goal ofthis first
lesson is to explain the PurPose
for meeting with you and the
need and significance of those
lessons and times together that

will follow.
Jesus Christ gave the

command to His assembly to

disciple the nations. Matthew
28:18-20 says, "And Jesus came
and spake unto thenq sayrng, All
power is given unto me in heaven
and in earth. Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son" and of the Holy
Ghost: Teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the
end of the world. Amen" In
verse 19 the word'teach" means
to make disciples. The command

ofJesus to Ffis church means
more than simply teaching others
about Jesus Christ. It actually
involves abeliever in Jesus Christ
becoming a mentor, in a limited
sense, to one seeking Cluist'
^
involves not orily the influence of
that individual believer but the
total influence and ministry of the
body of Cfuist of which he is a
member. Salvation is totallY bY
the free gr&ce of God found in
Jesus Christ, but God has chosen
to use humaninstrumentality in
the propagation of the gosPel
message of salvation found in
Jesus Christ. A Passage that
explains this truth is Acts 8:2639. In reading this Portion of
Scripture the use of human
instrumentality in the presentation
ofthe gospel is clearlY seen. The
Eunuch could not understand
what he read in the ScriPture. In
response to the question,
"[Jnderstandest thou what thou
readest?" He answered, "...how
can I, except some man should
guide me?" The relationshiP of
Philip to this Ethiopian eunuch is
analogous to the relationship that
I, as a believer in Jesus Christ, am
seeking to establish with You.

It

Give my personal
testimony of God's saving
grace found in Jesus Christ.
Through these lessons
you will learn that the Scriptures
teach paradoxical truths but not
contradictory truths. In the
sessions to followyou will be
faced with certain responsibilities
in regard to your need of

repentance and faith in Jesus
Christ and your need of biblical

teaching concerning Jesus Christ.
Yet, you will also be taught that
you can't repent or understand
unless the grace of God grants
you His saving power. Jesus
taught this truth to Nicodemous
in JohrL chapter three. In this
passage a renown religious
teacher of fesus' day was drawn
to find out more about this
teacher and miracle worker called
Jesus. Jesus presented
Nicodemous with his need to be
born again. Nicodemous could
not understand how one could be
born again. So the master
teacher, Jesus Christ, explained to
him that the work of the Holy
Spirit upon man's soul is like the
work ofthe wind on God's
creation. God sovereignly
controls the wind and, therefore,
the picture teaches that He
sovereignly controls the work of
the Holy Spirit upon men's lost
souls. God himself decides who
is born into the family of God.

For more understanding
meditate on John 1:12-13, 'tsut
as many as received hing to them
gave he power to become the
sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name: Which were
born" not of blood, nor of the will
ofthe flesh, nor ofthe will of
man, but of God." Also, James
l:17-18,'Every good gift and
every perfect gift is from above,
and cometh down from the
Father of Lights, with whom is no
variableness, neither shadow of
turning. Of his won will begat he

us with the word of truth, that we
should be a kind of firstfruits of
his creatures."

The truth that God has
chosen to use human
instrumentality in the spreading of
the gospel message, while
maintaining the free exercise of
His saving grace is taught in I
Corinthians 3:5-7. I with you,
like Paul with the Corinthians, am
planting the gospel seed and
watering with teaching
concerning salvation in Jesus
Christ, but it is God who gives
the increase. I am nothing in so
far as having part in your
salvation, if so be you come to
repentance and faith unto
salvation.
Romans, chapter ten, also
teaches this same truth. Verses
8-13 tell how a lost sinner can be
saved. Verse 14 asks a series of
questions that brings one to the
conclusion that God has chosen
believers to proclaim His message
of salvation. Without preachers

being sent throughout the world
people would remain in a state of
ignorance concerning who and
what to believe. No doubt it is
God's providence that I have
shared this first lesson with you.

Meditate on II Timothy
3:14-17 to help impress upon
your soul the necessity of hearing
the Word of God.

May I lead us in a word
of prayer as we close this
session?
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To become a disciple offesus Christ one ultimately has to die to self and wholeheartedly
follow Jesus Christ.
This obviously cannot be done without first experiencing saivation. Note the word
"cannot." It deais with abiiity not permission. It is imposs-ible tobe a discip-le of Jesus Christ
without bearing your cross and following Jesus.
The great commission is given to Jesus' church. Note the promise to be always with those
to whom He was speaking in Matthew 28:20 prove$ that this mandate wasgiven to more than the
Apostles, for they soon died. The responsibility to teach and baptize is obviously not something
that believers do as individuals on their own authority and ability. This command was given to the
church (Christ's assembly or body on earth), The church lives till Christ's return and has the
authority and capability to baptize and teach all that Christ taught. I Corinthians 12:28, "And
God hath sst some in the church, first apostles..."

In Acts 8:26-39 we see how God used the deacon Philip to witness of Jesus Christ. We
must remember that the Holy Spirit must give new birth and understanding as we also remember
that God has chosen that the gospel be presented to the iost.
God's sovereignty and man's responsibiiity must both be taught. They are not two
contradictory doctrines any more than the teaching of Christ's humanity and deity are
contradictory. He, as one person was one, and at the same timg both divine and human. John 3
is one ofthe greatest passages to teach the sovereignty of God in salvation. Note the salvation
metaphors: birth, resurrection (Ephesians 2:5-6), new creation (Ephesians 2:10), receiving sight
(II Corinthainas 4:4-6). All emphasize God's saving act as the sole cause of salvation. This being
true, we should not forget to press man's responsibility to repent.
In I Corinthians 3:5-7, Paul uses a metaphor from nature. We must sow and water to
have a crop, but the best farmer in the world can't make one seed to sprout. God does thatl
In Romans I0:8-13, we see the necessity ofpreaching the gospel whether formally, as
exercised by the pastor preaching, or informally, as each individual witness proclaims Jesus Christ
to his/her familg fiiends, and associates.

II Timothy 3.14-17

emphasizes the part God's Word has in salvation, both in its inception

and throughout the believer's life.

